Michigan Standards and Benchmarks- Family and Community Life

Historical Perspective

I.2: Comprehending the Past  All students will understand narratives about major eras of American and world history by identifying the people involved, describing the setting, and sequencing the events. Reading accounts of human events with understanding requires recognition of chronological sequence--the beginning, middle, and end of a story. Comprehension also requires identification of the characters involved, the situation or setting in which the narrative takes place, and the sequence of events through which the story unfolds, including the initiating event(s) and the results.

2: Describe the past through the eyes and experiences of those who were there as revealed through their records.

4: Identify and explain how individuals in history demonstrated good character and personal virtue.

I.3: Analyzing and Interpreting the Past All students will reconstruct the past by comparing interpretations written by others from a variety of perspectives and creating narratives from evidence. History is not a succession of facts marching to a settled conclusion. Written history is a human construction and conclusions about the past are tentative and arguable. Documents, eyewitness accounts, letters, diaries, artifacts, photos, historical sites, and other fragments of the past are subject to analysis and interpretation. Credible reconstruction of the past draws upon a variety of records and compares interpretations that reveal more than one perspective on events. One can engage in "doing history" by assessing historical narratives written by others or by creating a narrative from evidence that has been compiled, analyzed, and interpreted.

1: Use a variety of records to construct a narrative about their personal or family histories.

3: Explain why accounts of the same event differ.

Geographic Perspective

II.1: Diversity of People, Places, and Cultures All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of places, cultures, and settlements. The mosaic of people, places, and cultures expresses the rich variety of the earth. Natural and human characteristics meld to form expressions of cultural uniqueness, as well as similarities among peoples. Culture is the way of life of a group of people including language, religion, traditions, family structure, institutions, and economic activities.
1: Describe the human characteristics of places and explain some basic causes for those characteristics. 

2: Describe the natural characteristics of places and explain some basic causes for those characteristics.

II.3: Location, Movement, and Connections All students will describe, compare, and explain the locations and characteristics of economic activities, trade, political activities, migration, information flow, and the interrelationships among them. Locations are connected by different transportation and communication networks that channel the movement of people, goods, and information. Location of places along the networks is important in analyzing why some places are different in size and complexity from other places, what connections have developed, why movement occurs, and the consequences of different types of movement

3: Identify people, goods, ser-vices and ideas in their local community which have come from other places and describe why they moved.

II.5 : Global Issues and Events  All students will describe and explain the causes, consequences, and geographic context of major global issues and events. Places are interconnected by global processes. Throughout the world, people are increasingly linked by physical and human systems. Interdependence can be understood through the study of events that have significance beyond regional or national boundaries

1: Locate and describe major world events that are having an impact on their community and explain why they are important to the community

Civic Perspective

III.2 : Ideals of American Democracy All students will explain the meaning and origin of the ideas, including the core democratic values expressed in the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and other foundational documents of the United States. American constitutional democracy is founded on a core set of values expressed in the nation’s foundational documents. A shared commitment to these values bonds Americans with a common identity and provides social cohesion. Political and legal processes are created to clarify the meaning of values in the American creed and to resolve conflicts among those values.

1: Identify aspects of life at school and in the local community that illustrate justice and freedom.

III.5 : American Government and World Affairs All students will understand how the world is organized politically, the formation of American foreign policy, and the roles the United States plays in the international arena. The United States is part of an interconnected world which requires citizens to understand how the world is organized politically, the process by which foreign policy is formulated, and the roles that our nation plays in the international arena.

1: Distinguish between events in this country and events abroad.

2: Recognize that events in other countries can affect Americans

Economic Perspective

IV.1: Individual and Household Choices All students will describe and demonstrate how the economic forces of scarcity and choice affect the management of personal financial resources, shape consumer decisions regarding the purchase, use, and disposal of goods and services, and affect the economic well-being of individuals and society. The quality of individual decision-making is crucial to the effective operation of the economic system and to the personal well-being of its members. Consumer decisions regarding the purchase, use, and disposal of goods and services are shaped by economic forces. As workers, consumers, savers, and investors, individuals confront scarcity and the opportunity costs (loss of the next best alternative) of their choices.

1: Identify ways families produce and consume goods and services.

Inquiry

V.1: Information Processing All students will acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets, and other sources, organize and present the information in maps, graphs, charts, and time lines, interpret the meaning and significance of information, and use a variety of electronic technologies to assist in accessing and managing information. The ability to acquire information from books, maps, newspapers, data sets, and other sources, skill in organizing and presenting information in maps, graphs, charts, time lines, and the ability to interpret the meaning and significance of data all continue to be vital skills. In addition, technology has become a critical part of the information age. Students must have experiences in using computers, media, and telecommunication technology to access and process information.

1: Locate information using people, books, audio/video recordings, photos, simple maps, graphs and tables

English Language Arts

5: Literature   

  All students will read and analyze a wide variety of classic and contemporary literature and other texts to seek information, ideas, enjoyment, and understanding of their individuality, our common heritage and common humanity, and the rich diversity of our society. One of the important ways we learn to use language effectively is through our close reading of a wide range of well-constructed texts used for a variety of purposes. The reading of both fiction and non-fiction high-quality literature allows us to experience and learn things that we might not experience in our daily lives; reading helps us to understand the actions, thoughts, and feelings of others who may or may not be like us. Exploring texts that our ancestors felt important, as well as texts that represent other cultures and other times, helps to increase our understanding of ourselves, our communities, and our world.

2: Describe and discuss the similarities of plot and character in literature and other texts from around the world.

3: Describe how characters in literature and other texts can represent members of several different communities

4: Recognize the representation of various cultures as well as our common heritage in literature and other texts.

6: Voice   

All students will learn to communicate information accurately and effectively and demonstrate their expressive abilities by creating oral, written, and visual texts that enlighten and engage an audience. Our ability to create oral, written, and visual texts that engage audiences is enhanced when we view ourselves as effective users of the English language arts. We develop our own voices by listening, reading, viewing, speaking, and writing about issues that are of great importance to us. Exploring how authors work provides us with opportunities to examine a variety of writing models from which we can learn the tools of language such as style, word choice, persuasiveness, and sentence structure

3: Explore works of different authors, speakers, and illustrators to determine how they present ideas and feelings to evoke different responses

9: Depth of Understanding   

All students will demonstrate understanding of the complexity of enduring issues and recurring problems by making connections and generating themes within and across texts. We can explore complex human issues by learning to identify key concepts and themes in literature, by examining and reflecting upon diverse viewpoints, by summarizing arguments, and by presenting our own positions. We learn to use themes and topics from texts to make connections, see patterns, and demonstrate a deep and rich understanding of the enduring issues and recurring problems that characterize human experience.

1: Explore and reflect on universal themes and substantive issues from oral, visual, and written texts. Examples include new friendships and life in the neighborhood.

2: Identify and categorize key ideas, concepts, and perspectives found in texts.

3: Draw conclusions based on their understanding of differing views presented in text.

10: Ideas in Action   

All students will apply knowledge, ideas, and issues drawn from texts to their lives and the lives of others. Themes and issues explored in texts provide us with many ideas about the world, our communities, and our own place within them. Continued research and analysis of these themes enable us to enhance the skills needed to respond to the issues in our lives that concern and inspire us. It is critical that we use these skills to choose appropriate responses in areas that are important to us now in order to prepare for the future

1: Make connections between key ideas in literature and other texts and their own lives.

2: Demonstrate their developing literacy by using text to enhance their daily lives. Examples include reading with a parent, discussing a favorite text, writing to a friend or relative about an experience, and creating a visual representation of an important idea.

3: Use oral, written, and visual texts to identify and explore school and community issues and problems, and discuss how one individual or group can make a difference. Examples include responding orally, artistically, or in writing about an issue or problem they have studied and/or experienced

11: Inquiry and Research    

All students will define and investigate important issues and problems using a variety of resources, including technology, to explore and create texts. An important use of the English language arts is to understand concepts and to create new knowledge. As we continue to improve our ability to collect, analyze, and evaluate information, we will increase our ability to contribute to the businesses that employ us and the communities in which we choose to live. In order to best accomplish this, we need to be able to find information in a variety of forms and to organize it in a way that allows better understanding and new insights. Many tried-and-true methods work well, such as library searches, interviews, card files, and outlines. Today, we have new technologies that can facilitate this process, such as electronic library catalogs, e-mail, and fax machines. Use of technology gives us more time to concentrate on the most important component of research, the thinking skills of inquiry, which we use when we formulate questions and hypotheses, analyze and synthesize information, and draw reasonable conclusions

2: Identify and use resources that are most appropriate and readily available for investigating a particular question or topic. Examples include knowledgeable people, field trips, library classification systems, encyclopedias, atlases, word processing programs, and electronic media.

3: Organize and interpret information to draw conclusions based on the investigation of an issue or problem.

